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Clause in 
contention

Section 26 of the EMAB



Departure 
point

▪ ISI supports the principle

▪ Understand the need for periodic upward adjustments

▪ Our research has shown in terms of public funding, South 
African parties are underfunded when compared to other 
democracies

and

▪ The lower the disclosure regime, the lesser the need for 
public funding; the higher the disclosure regime, the 
greater the need for public funding



The ISI’s 
contention

▪ It is never a good idea for one to determine one’s own 
salary, or the basis of remuneration, and that is what this 
Bill does:

▪ The President, the leader of a party, in consultation with the 
Portfolio Committee, which is comprised of members of political 
parties, decide the appropriate level for disclosure, and/or the 
maximum that one donor can give in a year.

▪ Conflict of interest

▪ It is in the political parties’ interests to reduce the need for 
disclosure and to allow as big as possible donations from single 
donors, but were they to decide so, then it goes against the 
principle of transparency and negates the whole purpose of the 
Political Party Funding Act



ISI’s proposed 
solution

▪ The matter should be decided by a competent 
independent body

▪ Independent Commission for the Remuneration of Public 
Office-bearers (or new body – but then more cost)

▪ This will require a re-write of the Commission’s mandate 
and an amendment to their Act. (Enough time?)



How to deal 
with timing 
before 
election

Preferably

▪ Delete section26 to allow the EMAB to pass.

▪ Flag for a more substantive legislative solutuion



How to deal 
with timing 
before 
election

Alternatively

▪ Allow section 26 to pass as a once-off transitional 
arrangement and then proceed with a more permanent 
legislative solution that ensures independent decision-
making.

▪ But then add Minister of Finance as a party to be 
consulted; and international benchmarking.



Thank you!
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